Yakima Valley Trolleys

YVT BULLETIN
Winter 2009 - 2010

Special Event Trolleys Are Popular
Yakima’s trolleys ran their first ever Halloween Trolley on October 31, and the third
annual Santa Trolley on December 12. Both
were smashing successes. The two events
brought in significantly more money in fares
than any one month of the summer season,
prompting some to wonder if we should limit
our runs to charters and special events. Anybody for an Easter Bunny Trolley? Ground
Hog Day Trolley?
Most volunteers would answer NO to the
above questions. The special events were a
lot of work for a relatively small number of
people to accomplish. The big draw for the
Halloween Trolley was the free pumpkins for
the first 100 kids, and we nearly were unable
to fulfill that promise. Both Albertson’s and
Wray’s Markets had promised 50 pumpkins
each. When
Albertson’s
backed out at the
last moment we
faced a crisis.
Bob Brown of
Wray’s Markets
came to the
rescue with 50
additional pumpkins to bring our
total up to 100.
We got a lot of
good publicity for
both events
thanks to
Yvonne Wilbur.

Bob Sullivan and Liz Brown helped distribute flyers too. Cookies were needed for the
Santa Trolley and a number of people helped
with them: Lauri Johnsen, Mary
Edmondson, Larry Fournier, June Neel,
Liz Brown’s daughter-in-law, Kathy
Perrigo and Tap Menard. The refreshment
booth and the kids’ activities table were
manned at various times by Paul and Mary
Edmondson, Larry and Cherryl and Sally
Fournier, Lauri Johnsen, Tap Menard,
Ed and June Neel, Larry Perrigo and an
Americorps volunteer friend of Paul’s
whose name I did not get. Charlie Cripps
and Liz Brown ran the gift shop. Liz’s
granddaughter Andie helped too.
Santa made his appearance again thanks to
John Epperson. The bitter cold of December 12th made it
harsh for the
motormen, so
they rotated
duties. People
running trolleys
that day included Scott
Neel, Tap
Menard, Larry
Perrigo, Ken
Johnsen, Paul
Edmondson,
Bob Sullivan,
Joe Rief and
Charlie
Cripps. The
freezing tem-

Jack Evans
1942 - 2009
One of the trolleys’ less well known friends,
Jack Evans, died on December 23rd. Jack
was the head man of the RiverPointe Landing
development planned for the tract of land
between North Sixth Avenue and Sixteenth
Avenue, bordering Highway 12. When I
approached Jack a couple years ago about
running the trolley line into his development,
he became an enthusiastic supporter of the
idea. He even offered to pay for the materials
needed for the YVT spur into RiverPointe
Landing and had his architects design a
waiting station for the trolleys.
Jack was a congenial, gentle man of faith
who didn’t fit the usual image of a developer.
With his passing, a number of questions and
rumors have surfaced about the future of
RiverPointe Landing. It appears the property
may be sold off, and we have no way of knowing if the next owner will be building any
kind of shopping mall and whether he would
be willing to listen to the idea of trolleys
entering his development.
peratures caused the total failure of one of
the compressor control valves on the 1776
trolley and so it had to be sidelined. A similar problem occurred on the 1976 trolley, but
was manageable by having one crewman
standing on the back platform, manually
turning the compressor on and off. Ed and
Scott Neel worked much of the day trying to
fix #1776’s valve.

Dean Rosenkranz
1929 - 2010
Dean Rosenkranz, motorman and long time
friend of the trolleys died on January 4th.
Not only did Dean motor the trolleys, but he
was always willing to help in other work at
the trolley barn. Leftover shingles from
Dean’s house adorn the McKee waiting station in the museum. Poor health in recent
years prevented him from continuing, but he
remained a strong trolley supporter and
always kept up his dues in the organization.
Besides trolleys, Dean was interested in
airplanes and cars. He restored a Model A
Ford. He also built his own airplane and
taught flying lessons. Dean was a pharmacist
by profession. Our condolences to Dean’s
family.

The switch points in the track in the street in
front of the carbarn were frozen and freeing
them took a lot of hard work by Bob
Sullivan, Scott Neel, Ken Johnsen, Larry
Perrigo and Ed Neel. Ken Johnsen and
Ed Neel tried valiantly to thaw the frozen
toilet in the powerhouse, but to no avail and
so we were without a public bathroom. Even
so, an estimated 250 people rode the Santa
Trolley.
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YVT Elections
At the last Board meeting of the Yakima
Trolleys, candidates were nominated for the
expiring terms of Board members Joe Rief
and Ed Neel. There were three nominees:
Joe Rief, Ed Neel and Bob Brown. Ballots
will be sent out with renewal statements in
mid January and need to be returned by

February 15th in order to be counted at the
February YVT meeting.
That’s it for now.
Ken Johnsen, President
Yakima Valley Trolleys

The Yakima Trolleys
and Special Events

wide to attend, some arriving by train from
the Coast. They came to see stock shows,
races, and oddities such as a 100-ton pickled
whale and new fangled gasoline powered
engines. Yakima’s trolleys were strained to
the limits at Fair Time. Every operable car
was placed into service to carry fairgoers out

In the early years of the Twentieth Century,
Washington had one State Fair and it was
held in Yakima. People came from far and

The YVT had its own entrance into the fairgrounds via a return loop of track and dedicated gates for trolley patrons
Seen here are several trolleys and the express motor 300 with a string of flatcars with benches. Bob Lince collection.
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to the fairgrounds via the
Fairview Line.
Special trains were operated over the interurban
routes using flatcars outfitted with benches, pulled by
either Line Car #A or one
of the Express Motors 300
or 301. By 1915, standee
trailer cars from Pacific
Car & Foundry had replaced the flatcars for
bringing folks in from
Wiley City, Henrybro and
Selah.
Traveling shows like Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild West
Show and the Barnum and
Bailey Greatest Show on
Earth aroused almost as
much interest among
valley residents. Special
interurban trains were run
and the city cars were kept
very busy taking people to
and from these events.
Advance promotions people
for the shows would come
to Yakima weeks in advance and post ads and
posters for their upcoming
shows. One such poster is
No exaggeration was too great to put on the poster for “The Greatreproduced here. It is from
est Circus in the History of the World!” Both sides are shown here.
Barnum and Bailey’s
A reproduction of this poster is available for sale in the gift shop.
“Greatest Circus in the
Kenneth G. Johnsen collection.
History of the World”.
Filled with interesting
hyperbole, the poster is amusing to read on
from various points. (See lower left portion of
both sides. Barnum and Bailey’s ad men
the illustration.) The show was to be held on
arranged with the YVT to run special trains
Saturday, August 15, 1914. An authentic
to and from Wiley City and Taylor (the end of reproduction of this poster, printed on the
the Selah line).
correct style of newsprint paper, is available
for sale in the trolleys’ powerhouse gift shop.
The schedule for the special trains was
printed right on the poster, along with fares
Ken Johnsen
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Yakima V
alley T
rolleys - Membership Application
Valley
Trolleys
Name

Phone (

Address

City

)
State

Zip

oNew Member

E-mail address

oRenewal

Please list those areas you have experience in or would like to help with:
oTrolley restoration / maintenance
oTrolley operation
oTrack maintenance
oOverhead wire maintenance
oTicket selling / gift shop
oOther

oBoard of Directors / officers
oLiaison with City of Yakima
oMuseum development
oPublic Relations
oFinances and bookkeeping

oWebsite and e-mail
oPublications / newsletter
oAudio / video productions
oArchives / library
oFund raising

DUES AND DONATIONS
Dues are $25.00 per calendar year. Donations are gladly accepted to help with necessary repairs and projects of the YVT. YVT is a
501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. All donations are tax deductible.

oEnclosed is $25.00 for my membership.
oEnclosed is my donation in the amount of:
Total enclosed:

$
$
$

Mail application and dues, payable to Yakima Valley Trolleys, to:
Ken Johnsen, Membership Secretary, P.O. Box 161, Renton, WA 98057-0161

YVT Bulletin
Yakima Valley Trolleys
P.O. Box 796
Yakima, WA 98907-0796

Beginning the Next
100 Y
ears !
Years

FIRST CLASS
5

